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Spatial planning is a crucial tool for sustainable development, and it is
increasingly gaining attention in Poland. The country is faced with several
development challenges, such as environmental degradation, rapid urbanization,
and social inequality, which require careful planning and management of land use
to achieve sustainable development. Therefore, spatial planning has become a
priority for the Polish government to ensure that development is carried out in a
sustainable and efficient manner.

The concept of sustainable development is based on the integration of
economic, social, and environmental considerations in decision-making processes.
Spatial planning plays a critical role in achieving sustainable development by
guiding the allocation of resources, land use, and infrastructure development in a
manner that ensures the well-being of current and future generations.

In Poland, spatial planning is guided by the Spatial Planning and
Development Act of 2003, which provides a legal framework for spatial planning
activities and processes. The system involves a hierarchy of planning documents
that provide guidance on spatial development at the national, regional, and local
levels. At the local level, local spatial development plans are prepared by local
authorities to guide spatial development within their respective territories. These
plans are based on the regional development strategy and take into account local
conditions and priorities. Local spatial development plans provide guidance on
land use, zoning, and infrastructure development. Communes are responsible for

making a study of conditions and directions of spatial management, and drawing
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up local spatial management plans. These two types of documents differ in
character and scope:

- the study concerns the territory of the whole commune, whereas the local
plan only its part,

- It is compulsory to make the study, whereas the local plan is treated as
compulsory only in some cases,

- the study does not constitute a part of local law, whereas the local plan is

an act of local law.
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Figure 1. Share of a commune’s area covered by valid local spatial

management plans in the commune’s total area

In Poland, about 31% of the land is covered with valid local spatial
management plans. Rural communes tend to have less land submitted to local
plans. The least local plans are had by typically agricultural rural communes,
which are characterised by a low investment pressure. The highest degree of
coverage with valid local plans is in the communes of southern and partly eastern

Poland or located around large urban agglomeration, including the capital city
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Warsaw (Fig. 1). It is worth noting that the central and southern parts of Poland are
highly urbanised and industrialised areas.

In case of absence of local development plan the determination of
principles of land use and zoning is made on the basis of the decision on zoning
and land use. Recently, this decision has become an important form of land
development change. For it to be issued, a number of conditions must be met.

The spatial planning system in Poland is also characterized by a high level of
public participation. The system provides opportunities for public consultation and
involvement in the preparation of planning documents. This ensures that the views
and opinions of stakeholders, including citizens, civil society organizations, and

private sector actors, are taken into account in the planning process.
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